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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

We continue to acknowledge and give thanks to the Almighty for his continuing protection and guidance to the Chair and this Special Committee. It is also through His blessing that has enabled the Ulu o Tokelau and his delegation, and the Representative of the Government of New Zealand and former Administrator of Tokelau – Mr. David Payton to be here today. It was only last week that we spent 3 days (14-16 June) in Tokelau attending the Budget Session of the General Fono and the Miss Tautiti Tokelau before sailing back to Apia to fly here to New York for this morning’s session. I will talk further about the General Fono later in my remarks but I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge those that have made this trip a success for me while here in New York especially to the Government of New Zealand Permanent Mission to the UN, His Excellency Jim McLay and his dedicated team for their support. I would also like to make reference to Ms Kirsty Graham, Deputy Permanent Representative in the NZ Mission who will be completing her term at the Mission soon. Tokelau wishes to acknowledge the contribution Ms Graham has continued to provide Tokelau all these years we have visited New York to make presentations before the Special Committee – Fakafetai lahi mo te alofa.
Mr. Chairman, it was only a month ago that I presented Tokelau’s Statement at the Pacific Seminar that was held in Noumea, New Caledonia. Thank you for the open, candid and colorful discussions you injected into the Seminar. I hope that you will also encourage the same here in New York. The questions and observations raised in regard to the ‘Question of Tokelau’ by you, and other members such as Ambassador Robert Aisi of Papua New Guinea and the representative from Cuba were encouraging and heart-warming. The members of the Committee will recall that in my Statement in Noumea, I pointed out the importance of a closer cooperation between the administering authorities and territories for a strong and sustainable decolonization process. I also highlighted Tokelau’s ‘nation building’ progress by making reference to our Constitution, Flag, National Anthem and the Tokelau National Strategic Plan as Tokelau’s development path for 2010-2015. Under the Plan, Tokelau’s vision is to build a “Healthy and Active Communities with Opportunities for All”. The big question that many in this Committee will be asking in regard to the ‘Question of Tokelau’ is where to from here?
Mr. Chairman in my response, do allow me to make reference to a report of this august body to the Sixty Fourth Session of the General Assembly. The Report is referenced A/RES/64/103 as part of Agenda item 39 of the General Assembly’s mentioned Session. In carefully drawing from the Report the General Assembly noted that Tokelau and New Zealand remain firmly committed to the ongoing development of Tokelau for the long-term benefit of the people of Tokelau, with particular emphasis on the further development of facilities on each atoll that meet their current requirements. Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, importantly the General Assembly noted the ongoing recognition by New Zealand of the complete right of the people of Tokelau to undertake the act of self-determination when this is considered by the people of Tokelau to be appropriate. I highlight these references because that is what is happening between Tokelau and New Zealand.
As the Ulu o Tokelau I feel in my heart that this is the appropriate time for Tokelau to be self determined. Even though, Tokelau already has a substantial degree of autonomy in the management of its affairs and for this we here publicly acknowledge our gratitude to the administering power the Government of New Zealand. However, having substantial autonomy is however not the same thing as “being ourselves” and being fully answerable to ourselves for our government. The aspirations of self- determination remains and relives in our minds and hearts everyday as we attempt to engage our distinct voice in global and contemporary issues.
Mr. Chairman, in my opening remarks I did mention that Tokelau had its 2010/2011 Budget Session last week in which Mr. Payton, as representative of the Government of New Zealand also attended. As members of the Committee are aware, Tokelau’s budget is substantially funded by the Government of New Zealand. The discussion around the Tokelau 2010/2011 Budget was a challenging one given that the current Economic Support Arrangement with the Government of New Zealand 2007/08-2009/2010 under the 2003 Principles of Partnership ends on 30 June 2010. A package beyond 30 June 2010 is under active consideration by Tokelau and New Zealand. 
The General Fono plans to begin implementing the Tokelau National Strategic Plan 2010-2015 under the 2010/2011 Budget. Discussions for the General Fono also focused on Tokelau’s pressing infrastructural needs in the area of shipping, building of new schools and hospital, and renewable energy. The Government of New Zealand is aware of our needs. We are confident that, in the course of the negotiations New Zealand will address these needs. 

Tokelau’s pressing shipping needs continues to be highlighted following the tragedies of our cousins in Tonga and Kiribati last year. Safety, reliability and the comfort of our travelling community continue to determine our shipping needs and direction. Last month we were advised that our vessel, the MV Tokelau had to restrict its passengers to only 12 people due to its classification. This is frustrating for us and has given us very little option but to engage charters with other vessels which is quite expensive for us. We are working with the Government of New Zealand to engage a short and long-term solution to Tokelau’s shipping. In the short-term solution we are working closely with New Zealand to get a vessel before the end of this year 2010. This is something we are all looking forward to.
Mr. Chairman and the Members of the Special Committee, Tokelau’s development needs, our aspirations to be self determined and how our resources are prioritized does not operate within a vacuum – “No man is an island ”. The circumstance that we operate in does encourage us to be more focused and strategic with our development given the non-unlimited funding that comes from New Zealand. While we continue to pride our unique constitutional relationship with New Zealand, we certainly feel we need to help ourselves as a people. This is why Mr. Chairman I mentioned above that this is the appropriate time for Tokelau to be self determined. 

Tokelau’s relationship with New Zealand remains strong despite its challenges.  Tokelau knows of the economic pressures that are being experienced world wide as a result of the recession.  Those pressures have impacted on New Zealand and therefore on the delivery of services to Tokelau. We are looking and exploring at ways in which we can position ourselves in light of these challenges. We are working closely with the Government of New Zealand to ensure the maintenance of support to Tokelau in the key areas of Transport, Health, Education and other sectors under the Tokelau National Strategic Plan 2010-2015 are addressed. The Council for the Ongoing Government of Tokelau is looking forward to our first meeting with the New Zealand leadership this year. We hope to convey the importance of the special relationship between Tokelau and New Zealand to which we continue to be grateful towards. Tokelau continues to seek the support of the Government of New Zealand as we strive for sustainable development and meeting our vision under our National Strategic Plan.

At the village level, we are working to give our children, our women and our elders an education and a health system that we can all be proud of. Our young people are our future. We need to get them in the right shape and attitude to engage the future. The future which has become more critical in light of issues pertaining to the impacts of climate change and sea level rising, impacts of drugs, excessive smoking and consumption of alcohol, increase in non-communicable diseases, suicide, and other changing life-style related problems. 
Last week, we were honored to crown a young 18 year old girl as Tautiti Tokelau or Miss Tokelau to be an ambassador of Tokelau abroad and a role model for our young people. We hope that in her role the Miss Tokelau will be able to engage with our young people to share her experience and motivate other young people.
Through our education and health initiatives we are working closely to address issues of our young people. During this month’s General Fono, delegates presented some helpful discussions on observations pertaining to the delivery of service. It was evident that we will need to review some of our structures to ensure that service delivery standards are not jeopardized at any cost. Hence we are currently exploring systems and standards to support the structure level of infrastructure that we do have for best delivery.

In terms of economic development for Tokelau, this is an issue that we a carefully considering in light of who we are and where we are heading. In our development plans our main economic development sector will be in the area of fisheries. We are also exploring the tone which we need to approach sectors like tourism which would have a huge impact on our people and environment. The General Fono has also passed laws for the establishment of a Tokelau Development Bank and Superannuation which would commence on 1 July 2010. Most of the members of the Committee may have heard of the Tokelau Trust Fund – an intergenerational fund for our children’s future. 

Our Constitutional Committee plans to meet later this year to discuss issues pertaining to the work in progress in regard to an appropriate governance structure for Tokelau.  The objective of this will be to come up with a clear structure and roles that will address and meet the needs of our people and best fits the context of Tokelau.  The preparatory work in establishing an appropriate governance structure by our people and integrating good governance practices at the village and national levels of administration puts Tokelau in good stead for when it decides again to revisit the issue of self-determination. These structures are being developed and put in place by our people hence there is ownership at both village and national level in developing and putting in place a governance structure that is suitable and responsive to the needs of our people.
Tokelau’s needs are primarily met by New Zealand but there are others who contribute. It is important to acknowledge the assistance of the international community and members of the United Nations system. Particular thanks are due to Ms. Nileema Noble the UN Regional Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative and her team working through its regional office in Samoa, UNESCO, WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA and others. Mr. Chairman I understand that there are other UN organizations that can provide support to non self governing territories like Tokelau. We seek this Committee’s indulgence in Tokelau accessing resources and skills provided by other organizations especially the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the UN (FAO), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) to name those we aspire to participate and engage with in the immediate future in light of our National Strategic Plan.
Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, in ending my Statement I hope I have clearly painted a picture of Tokelau’s reality within the context and aspiration of our people to one day be self determined. In the meantime, the priorities of the Government and people of Tokelau is to ensure that we get an appropriate shipping service, our schools and hospitals are built, and our people and our children have a hope that we are doing all we can for their best interest. Like the journey towards self determination, this is a sacred responsibility.
It would be a remiss of me not to acknowledge the support of all Pacific Island Ambassadors here in New York, especially to Tokelau’s close friends - Ambassador Robert Aisi from Papua New Guinea and Ambassador Peter Thomson  from Fiji – Fakafetai mo te fehoahoani mai ki Tokelau.
Thank you again Mr. Chairman and to the distinguished members of the Committee for your support and understanding to Tokelau and all territories like us. Your efforts over many years have maintained for us the goals we wish to achieve. You have been an inspiration to us.  The Committee has come a long way and so have Tokelau and New Zealand. I would like to end by giving words of encouragement and blessings to this Committee for keeping the aspirations of all colonial countries and peoples to be free. We trust that in the future you will continue to be there to assist and support Tokelau both directly and through the many agencies of the United Nations. Thank you Mr. Chairman for the invitation and the opportunity given to Tokelau to address the Special Committee and may our Almighty God continue to guide your deliberations.

Ke fakamanuia e te Atua te Komiti ma ke ola ia Tokelau….

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

